
WHAT 

HOUSEHOLDS 

WHERE? 



WHAT 

HOUSEHOLDS 

WHERE? 
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get into the Aladdin’s cave 

of ONS and DCLG statistics 
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I propose we use, 
“What Households 

Where?”  It gives you 
the basic facts at the 

touch of a button – and 
it’s free 
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ONS and DCLG have 

used! 
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whether they are 
appropriate – and make 

different assumptions if we 
wish 



But that means basing 
our planning on the 

assumptions that the 
ONS and DCLG have 
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No it doesn’t.  The charts 
show what the ONS and 

DCLG assumptions mean for 
our area.  We can decide 

whether they are 
appropriate – and decide to 
make different assumptions 

if we wish 

I agree!  “What Households 
Where? is a good starting 
point.  At very least it will 

help us understand what the 
issues are and identify any 

specific areas where we 
might need specialist advice 



 

“What Households 
Where?” is a big Excel 
spreadsheet that does 

the heavy lifting for you 
in accessing ONS and 

DCLG statistics 



 

To get 
started, 
click on 
“Core 

Charts” 



 

Then choose your 
LA, county and 

region from drop 
down lists 



 

Simply pressing 
“return” causes all 

the charts and 
tables to change to 
reflect your choice 



 

You start with the 
basics of how the 

number of people in 
the area has changed 



 

You can compare your 
region with the county, 

region and England to see 
how typical the area has 

been 



 

You will probably be 
familiar with this data, but 

“What Households 
Where?” gives it to you at 

the push of a button.   



 

And at the click of another 
button you can look at the 

same data for a neighbouring 
authority to see how they have 

changed* 

*Note: to see two LAs side by side like 
this you need to take a screenshot of 

one and then select another LA from the 
drop down list. 



 

You can get the actual 
numbers by scrolling to 

the right 



 

Keep scrolling! 



 

There is no need to 
attempt to read the 

numbers of the charts: 
they are here for you! 



 

Knowing the population has grown 
or shrunk doesn’t tell you much.  

What you want to know is what has 
driven those changes 



 

Scrolling down gets you to some charts that look at  
what has caused the changes in population 



 

In this case internal migration – 
people moving in and out from the 
rest of England - has been the big 

driver 



 

The picture will vary from LA to LA.  
For example, this London borough 
has had a very different migration 

pattern 



 

To delve more deeply into the 
reasons for the change you can go to 

the tab called “Change Drivers” 



 

This gives you more detail on 
the relative size of the various 

drivers 



 

Scroll further down and 
you can see how the 
various factors have 

changed and how they 
compare with other 

areas.  For example, for 
this East Midlands 
authority, natural 

change – births less 
deaths – have been a 
bigger factor than in 

the rest of the country 



 

As internal migration is often a big factor a 
dedicated worksheet has been included to 

enable you to delve into this area in greater 
depth 



 

This gives you data such as the age profile of those moving into 
and out of the  area so that you can get a picture of who is 

coming and going 



 

It also enables you to compare the numbers 
coming and going in each age group – showing 

in this case that a large proportion of 20-24 
year olds leave the area 



 

Back in “Core Charts” the next graphs down 
show you how the age profile has changed 
over the last 20 years.  Again more detail is 

available in another tab marked “Age  Profile” 



 

Scroll on down and charts show 
you how the household mix has 
changed.  Note in this case that 

there has been a significant 
growth in both singles and 

couples 



 

The next stage is to bring 
together the information 

about age profile and 
household type.  This is a 

crucial stage in planning for 
housing as you need to 

understand, for example, not 
just that there has been a 
growth in the number of 

single person households but 
also whether those singles are 

young people or pensioners 
as their housing needs will be 

very different 



 

In this case the graph suggests 
that quite a lot of the growth 
in single person households 
has been in the 45-54 age 

group 
 

This chart presents the picture 
using only 3 age groups and 5 

household types – good for 
seeing the big picture.  In the 

“Households” tab you can 
look at 17 household types 

and 8 age groups – enough for 
most purposes! 



 

That completes the high level 
summary of how the 

community has developed to 
become what it is today.   

 
The picture gained of the 

main drivers of change 
hopefully provides a good 

back drop for considering how 
the area might develop in the 

future – bringing us to the 
ONS population projections 



 

With the projections we start with 
the basic figures for the total 

population.  These two charts enable 
you to compare the projection with 

the last 20 years and the county, 
region and England.  That’s enough to 

give a rough feel of whether the 
overall picture make sense, but not 

much more. 



 

Scrolling down brings up charts like this one that show 
what the projections suggest the main drivers of change 

might be 



 

Continuing on down, more detailed graphs are 
presented enabling you to ‘sense  check’ the suggested 

drivers of change – by comparing them with other 
areas and the trend back to 2001 



 

In this particular case, internal 
migration – moves to and from the 

rest of the UK – is a key factor so the 
assumption shown in this chart is 

crucial.  If, for example, the net inflow 
line were to flatten at, say, the 2011 

level and not go on rising,  the 
outcome in terms of homes required 

would be very different. 



 

It is anticipated that the 
companion guide to be 

published in the autumn 
will provide advice on using 

different assumptions 

In this particular case, internal 
migration – moves to and from the 

rest of the UK – is a key factor so the 
assumption shown in this chart is 

crucial.  If, for example, the net inflow 
line were to flatten at, say, the 2011 

level and not go on rising,  the 
outcome in terms of homes required 

would be very different. 



 

Using the ONS assumptions, this chart 
shows how the age profile might 

change.  It also enables a comparison 
with the position in 1991 



 

A similar picture is presented of the 
projected changes in the household 
mix.  Again more detail is available in 
the “Household Type Projections” tab 



 

Bringing the age and household type 
information together allows you to see 
what the projections suggest is really 

happening 



 

Bringing the age and household type 
information together allows you to see 
what the projections suggest is really 

happening Note in this case the large growth in 
older singles and couples – with 

implications for housing requirements 
– and health provision 



 

The tool then concludes 
with some summary 

information about the 
changes in household 

numbers and types 
suggested by the 

projections 



 

The temptation to jump to 
the conclusion that this is 

‘the answer’ for the 
number of homes that need 
to be built each year should 

be resisted. 
 

It is the figure that would  
be needed to house new 

households if recent trends 
were to continue. This is a 
starting point for further 

analysis and discussion, not 
an answer.  



 

Note that the pattern of household change can vary substantially from 
authority to authority – with big implications for the type of homes 

required.  These two screenshots compare a Yorkshire LA (above) with 
a North West LA (below) 



 

The Yorkshire LA has 
strong growth projected 
in younger households…. 



 

The Yorkshire LA has 
strong growth projected 
in younger households…. 

….whilst the North West 
LA has a decline 

projected in households 
between 35 and 64 



 Turning specific 
figures (e.g. a 

growth of 3202 
in the number of 
couples aged 45-

54) into a 
housing mix 
requirement 

depends on the 
assumptions you 
make about what 
type of housing 
that household 

type and age 
group will occupy 

in the future. 



 Turning specific 
figures, e.g. a 

growth of 3202 
in the number of 
couples aged 45-

54, into a 
housing mix 
requirement 

depends on the 
assumptions you 
make about what 
type of housing 
that household 

type and age 
group will occupy 

in the future. 

It is hoped to produce an add-
on tool to enable users to 

explore the implications for the 
required mix of housing of 

different assumptions about 
future occupation patterns 


